Christmas 
GRETA VAN SUSTEREN, FOX NEWS HOST: Tonight, a rare night in cable news, Reverend Billy Graham and President Bush 43. Earlier today, we went to North Carolina and spoke to Reverend Graham shortly before he had lunch with President Bush. (On 12-20-10) 
VAN SUSTEREN: You mentioned Jesus Christ, so we should talk Christmas. What does Christmas mean to you?
GRAHAM: Christmas means a great deal to me. I was reared in a family that celebrated Christmas to some extent, but I married into a family that celebrated Christmas in a big way. And my wife always made a big thing of Christmas for the children. We have five children, and we had a terrific time at Christmas.
We all looked forward to it. We would get up on Christmas morning and have our prayers, and then we would sit under the tree and open our presents, usually on Christmas morning, sometimes on Christmas Eve.
But when I looked into the crib or the manger and saw that little baby who was going to rise to become the greatest teacher that ever lived, to die on the cross for my sins, to know that I'll be forgiven because of what he was doing, it absolutely transformed Christmas for me. And all the shopping and the gifts and all the things we celebrated Christmas, it's a spiritual time. It's a time that strengthens my faith and gives me courage for the future. And I don't expect to live that much longer, but I do remember that every Christmas strengthened my faith as I came along.
Inaugural Prayer Breakfast
Washington, D.C.
March 15, 1985
Today we face new challenges that previous generations could never have dreamed of.  Some are unparalleled opportunities.  Some of these challenges however are unparalleled dangers which threaten the continued existence of civilization on this planet.  The greatest threat however lies deep within our own hearts that are infected with the possibility of greed, hate and lust and the fact that our media carries daily stories of wars and terrorism and crime and social injustice testifies that something is wrong with human nature.  This is why we have religions all over the world.  They are trying to do something about the void in their own lives and the need to atone for their sins and failures and the need to seek guidance and wisdom from their god or gods.

Christianity teaches that this is why Jesus Christ came on that first Christmas night, to bring peace between God and man and between man and man.  Unfortunately man rejected his offer of peace and we’ve been suffering ever since.

Billy Graham’s Remarks
Knighthood Ceremony
Washington, D.C.
December 6, 2001

We stand tonight beside this Christmas tree and earlier in the evening President Bush and two little children and his wife turned on the Christmas lights.  And I thought about Jesus at Bethlehem as a little baby, growing up to go all the way through the life that He lived, the things He taught, the death He died, the fact that He rose from the dead.  It reminds me of the great love that He has for all people.  He not only loves the rest of the world but He loves all people no matter what their ethnic or religious background is.  He is a God of love.  

CNN “Larry King Live”
Is Billy Graham Passing the Torch?
Aired December 21, 2000 - 9:00 p.m. ET

Larry King:  OK, Anne, he said he hasn’t been a success, you said he was absentee a lot.  It’s hard for an absentee father to be a good father, so explain. 

Anne Graham Lotz: Well, he was a good father, you know, by the example that he set.  He’s a man of integrity; he loves the Lord with all of his heart, and that’s why he left home to serve him.  

In fact, I just bumped into somebody—he was a soldier in Vietnam, and I was thinking about that this afternoon because we’re coming up to Christmas and it was Christmastime and the soldier was taking some supplies across the base and he went by the officers club.  And there were so many cars, Larry, he stopped by and he went in.  There was this young American preacher who was preaching, and he listened, and that night he gave his heart to Christ.

And the preacher was my daddy.  It was Christmas Day in Vietnam and we gave him up that Christmas and, clear across the world, this man received Christ the Savior and he’ll be in heaven one day because my daddy went to Vietnam for Christmas.  And so my daddy, he kept his priorities straight.  All of his life he’s been faithful to the Gospel and he’s not strayed in his aims, his priorities; his focus has been on the Gospel.

And I think—not only that, but in the home, Larry, I’ll tell you personally, for me he’s very affectionate, he’s very loving, he’s interested in what I’m doing; he’s supportive.  When I would go into his study he always gave me his full attention.

And so there are things that he didn’t do for me, you know, the way my husband might do for my children because my husband has been a full-time father—but he was a father in every sense of the word as far as the standards and the values that he set.  I praise God that my father is Billy Graham.  I don’t feel short-changed at all.

ATLANTA JOURNAL CONSTITUTION
Billy Graham Interviewed by Gayle White
at Montreat, North Carolina
August 16, 1994

Gayle White:  What was your first time out of the country?

Billy Graham:  The first time was 1946 when we went to Europe with the Youth for Christ people.

Gayle White:  That would be Britain?

Billy Graham:  Then that fall we went back to England and stayed six months, Cliff Barrows and me and our wives.  We toured Britain and Ireland.  

We saw a palm tree in a picture of Nice, France.  We decided to spend Christmas holidays in Nice.  We didn’t have any money but you could sit up on the train.  I don’t know what it cost to get a ticket all the way down there but we were up all night I remember.  We got to Nice and went to the hotel where we made a reservations through a travel agent in London and he said, “We are very sorry but your rooms have been cancelled but we have got another room for you in Monte Carlo.  I had heard of Monte Carlo as being sort of like Las Vegas or something like that.  So we went the 15 miles or whatever it is from Nice to Monte Carlo by taxi.  

We arrived at this nice hotel, it wasn’t a five star but maybe a two-star hotel, and I went in and negotiated with the manager.  I said, “Now there are four of us.  We would like two rooms and we need three meals a day,” and I said, “I have some nylons stockings.”  You couldn’t get them anywhere in Europe.  I said, “I’ll give you one pair a day if you will give the four of us the rooms and the meals.”  And he gladly agreed.  So we stayed there for about 10 days.

Gayle White:  Until you ran out of stockings?

Billy Graham:  No.  We still had some left.  There was a man that owned the knitting mill in Charlotte and he knew that we were going.  He was a Christian man and he said, “You can’t get these over there and you can negotiate with this and it will help pay your way.”  So we were glad that we had them that Christmas.

A. Larry Ross:  It gives whole new meaning to the Christmas stocking.

Billy Graham:  That’s right.   That’s a real Christmas stocking.  I never thought of it in that way.  That would be a good little story to tell at a party at Christmas time.

“A Nation Under God”
Address given by Billy Graham on the Inaugural Weekend,
President Prayer Service at the Washington Cathedral, 
Washington, D.C.
January 20, 1985

Christianity teaches that Jesus Christ came on that first Christmas night, to bring peace between God and man, and between man and man.  Unfortunately, man rejected His offer of peace, and we’re been suffering ever since.  Jesus emphatically taught that human nature has to be changed by being born into God’s family.

We were born the first time into the human family with the moral disease called sin.  We can be born into God’s family with sin forgiven and victory over sin.  But God Himself has to change us, if we are willing to allow Him to do it.  Then it is possible for us to live in peace with ourselves, our families, in our communities, and between nations.

Confucius in his “Analects” gave us the Silver Rule; the bible gives us the Golden Rule.  However stated, it means that “I will love my neighbor as I love myself.”  But in my natural state I cannot do that.  God must perform a miracle in our lives and change our lives.

“CBS Christmas 1987”
Harry Smith interviews Billy Graham
December 15, 1987


Harry Smith:  Was that...  There’s Billy Graham, the evangelist; Billy Graham, almost sort of America’s most famous Christian.  Well, in a real sense that is sort of in a public persona, yet there was real Christmas with stockings hung by the...

Billy Graham:  Oh yes, stockings every Christmas Eve night and filled them up with all kinds of little things, like everybody else does and then we would have the Christmas tree.  We would let them on Christmas Eve open one present each, so they would have a little something on Christmas Eve and then the next morning it was sort of bedlam.  And then at noon they would come up, members of our families, my wife’s family who lived nearby, and we would have a huge lunch at our place, or Christmas dinner about two o’clock and we always started out though with singing Christmas carols and having prayer and reading the Christmas story as found in Luke the second chapter.  And that was a part always of our Christmas.  It was even in the home I was reared in and the home that my wife was reared in.

Harry Smith:  Was there ever a Christmas that you can remember that was particularly hard, that you felt particular distant from your family or from God?

Billy Graham:  I never have felt in my whole life distant from God.  I mean, that’s something that I never experience.  

But there have been Christmases, for example, on Christmas Eve in 1950 I was in Korea and there was a man that was making the arrangements, he was a sergeant, making arrangements for our little Christmas program that we were going to have right up on the front line.  And that...   The day before, he had gone out on duty and had been shot and the back end of his back had been destroyed.  And the doctor told me he would never walk again.  And he was still in the field hospital; he was over on his stomach and he asked the general, General Jenkins, three-star general who was with me, he said, “General, could I see your face?”  And the general said yes, and so he did, and a big tear dropped down on the general’s face.  And then he asked...  He had been in charge of the arrangements of my coming, and he asked if he could see my face and the same thing happened.  General Jenkins later wrote that up for Readers Digest because it was one of the most moving times that I could ever remember at Christmas.  And another thing happened that night.  You had to have a pass word and I was with this one-star general in a jeep and he forgot the password and so I thought we were going to get shot down by the troops.

Harry Smith:  What is it like for you to see what we have made Christmas into?

Billy Graham:  I think it is terrible.  I think we have commercialized it and we are out with all of our greed to get as much money as we can make out of Christmas and we have taken Christ out of Christmas.  Of course, that bothers me as a Christian.  But I can see in a pluralistic society that we have that; that is happening in every area of our lives and we are becoming more secular as a result of it.   But I think the secularization of America is hurting us morally and I think young people don’t have a sense of values anymore.  Where do we get our values?  What is our reference point?  I’ve been advocating that we go to the Ten Commandments which Catholics, Protestants, Jews can all agree on; and hang that in every school room in America.  Don’t have prayer, just hang those Ten Commandments.  But it hasn’t gone over so well with the Supreme Court.

Harry Smith:  Let’s take a look into the Old Testament as long as you are talking about the Ten Commandments and just as a... 
Billy Graham:  Yes, but there is a Christmas story in the Old Testament.  I marked it up here.  In the 10th of Isaiah this was written, ninth of Isaiah this was written 800 years before Christ.  And it says, For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulder and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.   Of the increase of his government, of peace there shall be no end.  

Of course, that brings us to the point of peace and the great word at Christmas is peace.  And too, another word is Fear Not.  Those were the two expressions found in the New Testament story of the coming of the Christ child; peace and fear not.   And I think that is relevant for us today because we have been talking about peace with Mr. Gorbachev and all these other things that have happened in the last few weeks.  The whole world is trembling in fear because of the terrible weapons that technology has developed and unless we do something as Mr. Schultz said, “We could destroy the planet in 30 minutes.”

CNN/LARRY KING LIVE
12/25/98


LARRY KING:  All right then, what don’t you like about what we’ve done with Christmas?

BILLY GRAHAM:  Well, I think we’ve taken the meaning of Christmas out.  People don’t stop and think about Jesus or the birth of Jesus.  When they think of Christmas they think of Santa Claus for the little children and they think of giving gifts and out-giving the next person or spending their time looking for the right thing for somebody who has everything.  That a very difficult thing.  My wife has about everything I can think of for an older woman.

… LARRY KING:  Speaking of prayer, I wrote a book called “Powerful Prayers,” and – not to plug the book but I want to get into the subject of prayer.  Are prayers different at Christmas?  Should we feel differently about how we pray, if we pray?

BILLY GRAHAM:  Yes.  Because, you know, Christmas is the loneliest day of the year for millions of people.

LARRY KING: If you’re alone, there’s nothing worse.

BILLY GRAHAM:  And this is a day we can spend in prayer for the lonely, or we can go out on the street or wherever we live and visit people that we think may be lonely.  And we have done that.  We go and carry them a fruitcake or we take them a little something and that’s the greatest part of Christmas, delivering some things in the community.

LARRY KING:  It does, though, cause, as you say, for the lonely people – it becomes a bad day.

BILLY GRAHAM:  A bad day.

LARRY KING:  It works in reverse of what it’s intended.

BILLY GRAHAM:  That’s right.

LARRY KING:  They feel alone.

BILLY GRAHAM:  They feel alone because Christmas is usually celebrated in families and with groups or in some event like a ballgame or something.  But when a person has nobody to celebrate Christmas and he has all these memories of years past and the tears begin to flow. I’ve seen some of those people on a Christmas day and have always felt sorry for them and prayed for them that God would make it up in some way.

… LARRY KING:  Now, we’re not going to talking about difficulties involving the president in this concept because this is too joyous a time of the year and that… we’re got a lot of turmoil going on in the country, I don’t want to bring you into turmoil.   But how do we deal, at this time of the year, with grief, with a bad year?  How do we deal as a family or as a group if bad things have happened to us through our own fault or others?  How do we get it back at Christmastime and then keep it?

BILLY GRAHAM:  That’s the big question.  We get it back by coming to God and saying, “Oh, God, I’ve sinned against You, I’m sorry for it.  I’m willing to change my way of living.  I give my life to You by faith.”  I can’t prove – I can’t even prove the existence of God.  I can’t prove it scientifically that there’s a God but I believe the evidences are all there that there is a supernatural being.  We call Him God and I believe that He is God.
…
BILLY GRAHAM: These are cousins, that’s right and it breaks my heart because I love those Arab people, some of them.  Some of them have thrown rocks at me and stones at me from time to time and I love the Jewish people.  I’ve been the guest of three or four prime ministers there.  And Rabin, I guess, was the closest one I had and he had lunches for me. Golda Meir, the last time she came to this country she brought a Bible with her inscribed it to me. It said, “Billy Graham, a friend of Israel.” I wouldn’t take anything for that Bible. I just have loved all those people and I think the greatest thing we need now, I hope to emphasize it this Christmas Day, will be love. That’s the greatest need in the world, to love one another. To love our neighbors. To love the black people, the brown people, the people of different languages…

LARRY KING:  We have always said that and don’t practice it. Love is much better than hate.

BILLY GRAHAM:  Right.

For Religion Today/Larry Pierce
STATEMENT FROM EVANGELIST BILLY GRAHAM -- DECEMBER 1998


Today many people are adrift morally and spiritually, confused and fearful 
-- not knowing who they are or where they are going. We live in a world dangerously torn by hate and violence and conflict, and yet we feel powerless to do anything about it. 

Is there any answer?  The Bible gives a resounding "Yes!"  There can be hope, and there can be changed hearts and a changed society as we yield ourselves to Christ.

This Christmas season, let us listen again to the angels' story.  The infant Jesus is God's gift to a needy world. The child in the manger is the Christ who died for every one of us on the cross -- who can forgive our sins, bring new life and new power over the violence, crime, and evils of our day. 





50 WAYS WE CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 
by Billy and Ruth Graham 
for FAMILY CIRCLE

Ruth and Billy Graham describe the Christmas celebrations they have had in North Carolina in the lovely mountain log-cabin home where they have lived since their children were little. The celebrations have changed some now that all they children have married, have their own children, and even four grandchildren, but the focus remains the wonderful Bethlehem story of Jesus birth. 


 1.	We make the manger scene an important part of Christmas decorations.
 2.	Our Christmas story, which we tell the children every year,  begins in the Book of Genesis.
 3.	We try to arrange an evening of carols in our home for family and friends
 4.	It is important to remember both our need for Christ and  the joy we have at His birth.
 5.	Become more childlike helps us celebrate Christmas
 6.	Rejoicing that Christmas is the focal point in human history gives perspective to the holiday 
 7.	We work at closing our ears to the season's distractions to listen to the One whose birth we celebrate
 8.	At our house we have an unusual tradition -- we eat OYSTERS FOR BREAKFAST on Christmas morning!
 9.	Sitting in front of the fire on Christmas morning, we read the Christmas story.
10.	Every year we bring as many of our family together as we can for Christmas
11.	Whenever we can we enjoy Christmas in our old-fashioned log cabin home in the North Carolina Mountains.
12.	We especially like it here because the children can run and make things for Christmas.
13.	There are always dogs and cats and other pets to care for and play with.
14.	When they were little, we would try to have our 5 children and lots of their cousins with us at Christmas
15.	Our Christmas tree is over by the window on Christmas morning
16.	Our presents are wrapped and placed under the tree.
17.	The tree branches are loaded down with ornaments
18.	Warm colored lights adorn the tree
19.	Candy canes are hanging from the tree
20.	The smallest gifts are also tied to the branches of our tree
21.	Our living room fireplace is large enough for a child to stand up in.
22.	There is a blazing fire on Christmas morning.
23.	And stockings are hung on the fireplace mantle, one for each child present
24.	Before breakfast the children enjoy finding the treasures these stockings hold for them

25.	This makes it a little easier for the adults to enjoy breakfast and lean back to talk about how long it's been since we were all together and how beautiful the day is.
26.	After breakfast is finally over, everyone goes back to the living room to open presents.
27. 	We enjoy watching to see what everyone else has received. 
28.	The living room floor is  a heap of wrapping paper and ribbons, and every year the adults say there's really too much and next year we will have to buy fewer presents.
29.	Then we all make ourselves comfortable, some on the floor and some in chars and some on the window seat.
30.	We like to enjoy some Christmas music playing softly in the background while all this is going on.
31.	Then it is time to read the second chapter of the Book of Luke.
32.	We should tell you that part of our preparations for Christmas is to raise the question, What is the very beginning of the Christmas story?
33.	Every night at bedtime, we have been telling the children a little of the Christmas story, starting at the very beginning
34.	If you are a child sleeping in our guest room at Christmas, you will sleep in an old-fashioned press bed, higher than your head, and maybe the biggest bed you ever saw.
35.	Or maybe you would sleep in the trundle bed, tucked under the big one.
36.	When story time comes each evening, all the children pile onto the big bed and listen to a story we've told dozens of times, but one they never get tired of hearing.
37.	We begin this story starts back at the very beginning of the universe, when God made light and filled our earth with wonders.
38.	The next part of the story is about the testing tree, when God gave us humans the power of choice, and then gave us a choice to see what would happen.
39.	We think it is sad to hear the part of the story when Adam and Eve had to say good-bye to the beautiful garden God had made for them.
40.	We like the part about the man who listened to God better, because it reminds us that in every generation there are always one or two who tried hard to shut out the din around them so they could hear what God is saying.
41.	And we especially like it when we come to the part of the story about the chosen people, and we talk about Jacob (or Israel).
42.	Of course as we get closer to Christmas Day, the story goes on to the very special time when God's Son came into the world.
43.	Then we pretend that we live in a little house in Bethlehem and our family is among the many descendants of David who came there to be taxed.
44.	We talk about the little town being so crowded with travelers and all the families coming with their donkeys and bundles of food.
45.	Because we like to sing, we enjoy singing some of the traditional carols at the end of our stories.

46.	Of course, now our family has grown.  We have great-grandchildren and great-grand‑niece and nephews, so it is not easy to be together in one home and we have to pick one special place to be with a part of our family for the holidays.
47.	Part of our celebration now is to remember those days when our children were little and to talk together about them.
48.	As our children have married, their spouses have added their own traditions to ours, and our celebrations are even richer than before.
49.	And there are telephone calls now to those we are not able to be with, to wish one another a Merry Christmas, and to thank each other for the gifts we have received.
50.	The most important part of Christmas will always be thanking our Lord for his most precious gift, for sending the baby Jesus to be our savior, and to pray once again that in the days ahead we will be faithful as we tell people everywhere that Jesus Christ is born.

CHRISTMAS – AMERICAN LEGION REQUEST – 

Decision article December 1998 (pages following)

CBS MORNING SHOW INTERVIEWED BY HARRY SMITH, DECEMBER 25, 1987

HARRY SMITH: What is your thought for us as we get ready to go about Christmas?

BILLY GRAHAM: That God loves you.  That God is willing to forgive you of your sins if you will repent of your sins and that you can have assurance when you face death and you are ready to go.  I think that, to me, the spiritual significance of Christmas is far more important than all the wreaths and all the presents and all the shopping and all the fun that people have Christmas parties.

STATEMENT BY BILLY GRAHAM, CHRISTMAS, 1995
This Christmas  -- in a world more needy than ever -- let us open our hearts to Jesus, the child in the Bethlehem manger, who can bring us new life and new power over the violence, crime, and evils of our day.  Let us listen carefully to the angels' words that continue to offer us hope:

"Fear not."  the angels said on that starry night in Bethlehem. "For I bring you good news of great joy, which shall be for all the people.  For today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."   

STATEMENT BY BILLY GRAHAM, CHRISTMAS, 1994
Christmas is a time of renewed hope.  In 1994--more than in almost any year I can think of, we have been distressed by the violence, crime and needs in our own country and by the wars, famine and disease in so many other parts of our world--especially in Central Africa, in Bosnia and in Haiti.  

During this Christmas season, let us not allow ourselves to be swept up in pessimism and cynicism.  Instead, let us take this opportunity to remember, and to hold out the hope to those around us, that Jesus Christ, that babe whose birth we celebrate, is still alive.

I never come to this holiday season without thinking of the thousands of people who are lonely or ill or deeply troubled.  Christmas is a reminder to them and to us all from God himself that we are not alone.    

No matter where you are or how much you are hurting, you can be assured that Jesus Christ is here with us.  He is here to give us hope, to forgive our sins, to give us a new song, to impart faith and to heal our spiritual wounds if only we will let him.

The Christmas message has not changed after nearly 2,000 years.  Christmas still reminds us that God is with us and that He loves us.

STATEMENT BY BILLY GRAHAM, CHRISTMAS, 1993

The joyful Christmas message of peace on earth and goodwill to men seems clouded this year by events at home and around the world that dramatize the terrible increase in violence and crime.

We live in a world dangerously torn by hate and conflict, and people feel powerless to do anything about it.  Many also know that their own hearts are driven by destructive passions and motives they cannot seem to control or change. 

The decline in moral values is having a tragic effect on our society.  People are concerned about their children, their families and their country and are desperately searching for answers.  In taking God and religion out of our lives,  we have lost our moral and spiritual bearings.

President Clinton, speaking a few weeks ago about the "great crisis of the spirit that is gripping America today," has challenged us to respond. 

 	This Christmas season let us consider our spiritual heritage. Let us listen carefully to the angels' words that continue to offer us hope, especially at this critical time .  

"Fear not."  the angels said on that starry night in Bethlehem. "For I bring you good news of great joy, which shall be for all the people.  For today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."   

 In a world more needy than ever, let us open our hearts to the child in the manger, who can bring us new life and new power over the violence, crime, and evils of our day. 

STATEMENT BY BILLY GRAHAM, CHRISTMAS 1988 

As I look at the world this Christmas Season, I am both a pessimist and an optimist.  When I see the human suffering caused by some twenty-five wars still being fought around the globe, I’m pessimistic about the prospects for peace between nations.  I’m also pessimistic about the moral foundation in America reflected by the increase in crime across our country and the alarming dependence upon drugs among young people today.

Recently I read an article in which U. S. officials said that the drug “speed” is out of control.  In the last two years, the number of emergency room cases involving methamphetamine complications has doubled, and deaths from the drug are up 80 percent.  Speed, manufactured right here in the U. S. from easily available chemicals, is enslaving and destroying a staggering number of individuals and families.  

On the other hand, I am an optimist because I see so much good in the world.  The tangible outpouring of concern and help for the earthquake victims in Armenia shows the kind of compassion of which people are capable.  I’m also encouraged by the more open communication the U. S. is having with China and the Soviet Union – and, most recently, the potential for greater dialogue in the Middle East.

Many people view Christmas as a time each year when we cover the world with lights and tinsel and pretend that everything is all right.  But I am more optimistic about the true message of Christmas and its power to change our lives. 

Norman Cousins once said that “history is a vast early warning system.”  If so, what is the message we see as we look back over nearly 2,000 years to the birth of Jesus Christ?

I believe the message is that before we can have peace among men and nations, we must first have peace in our hearts with God.  There is a difference between “peace: and “the lessening of hostilities.”  Men and nations are not at peace with each other, because they are not at peace with God.  Man cannot deliver peace on earth, only God can.  The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah wrote:  “This is what the Lord says: ‘Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.’”

Centuries later, Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

Though there is evil in the world, there is also good, because God is good.  While Satan may be doing his best to destroy the world, thousands are turning to God in faith. 

God is always with us, but at Christmas we are more intensely aware of His presence.  And His greatest gift comes to our hearts anew when we hear the beautiful Christmas story, once again – and believe.

I pray that this Christmas will be devoted more to contemplation than celebration, more to giving and believing than to doubting and receiving.  May it be a time when we look away from the troubles of earth and fix our gaze once more on the Star of Hope.


Christmas Tradition

Christmas is a very special family time for our family. My wife, Ruth, and I celebrate this holiday with one or more of our five children --and now there are grandchildren and great grandchildren as well. Sometimes they join us at our home in the mountains of Western North Carolina. Or we may travel to be with them at one of their homes. 

One of the traditions we enjoy is filling stockings every Christmas Eve night with small gifts. Then we also have a Christmas tree. On Christmas Eve we let each child open one present, and then the next morning we all exchange gifts. Then at noon, members of our families have Christmas dinner about two o'clock. We always begin with singing Christmas carols and having prayer and reading the Christmas story as found in Luke the second chapter. And that has always been a part of our Christmas. It was even in the homes in which my wife and I were raised.
[bookmark: _GoBack]


