The Gospel
From a Sermon by Roy Gustafson
When learning more about God or telling others about Him, you might wonder what exactly the word
“Gospel” means. And how can you understand it? Here are 10 things you should know about the Gospel.
1. The definition
What is the Gospel? In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, the Apostle Paul wrote, “I want to remind you of the gospel
I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are
saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I
received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that
He appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve [disciples].” Christ also appeared to others, but the main
point is that He died for our sins and rose again so we could have eternal life.
2. It’s simple
You will be quick to notice that the Gospel is composed of two parts: First, Christ died for our sins;
second, Christ rose from the dead.
3. It’s not a religion
Religion is mankind’s quest for God. The Gospel is the God seeking lost men and women through the
Savior Jesus Christ. Religion can only produce an outward reformation; the Gospel creates an inward
transformation.
4. It’s free
No one can buy salvation. It comes as a free gift—by God’s grace through our faith in Christ.
5. It’s for anyone and everyone
It is called the “Gospel of our salvation” because it is “the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).
6. It will free you
It is called the “Gospel of peace” because, through Christ, it makes peace between the sinner and God.
Christ is the bridge to bring us to God.

7. It happened once for all time
Christ died once for our sins. It was a one-time event and provides a way to everlasting life today and
forever.
8. It’s unique
The key difference between our supernatural faith and other religions of the world is the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.
9. Its work has been done
A young pastor asked an aged and dying woman if she had made her peace with God. “No, I have not
made peace with God, and I am not afraid to die," she said. "You see, I do not need to make peace with
God. Jesus Christ made peace with God 2,000 years ago, through the blood of His cross, and I am simply
resting in the peace that He made.”
10. You can receive it
If you will receive Christ, He will receive you, and you will find that this Gospel, which tells of His death,
burial, and resurrection, is the power of God for eternal salvation. “Yet to all who did receive Him, to
those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).
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